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STYLE AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

The following are guidelines for contributors. Please follow the specifications closely as we will not be able to include your contribution if these guidelines are not met. Among your first steps should be reading the sample article provided.

Deadline

All articles must be received by August 1, 2008. Any articles received after this date may not be accepted unless prior arrangement is made. Contact the Author Manager, Susan Moskowitz, at golsonbooks4@hotmail.com if you have any problem meeting your deadline. If you miss your deadline without notification your articles may be immediately reassigned.

Please review the checklist at the end of

this document before posting your entry on SRT.

Readership

This encyclopedia is written for the educated social science reader and will be marketed to academic and public libraries as well as business and government entities. The entry you write should be as interdisciplinary and jargon-free as possible, with explanations provided for any specialized terminology. When in doubt, define a term or identify a person. Explain concepts in uncomplicated terms as if you were explaining them to an undergraduate class in a lecture. Use examples to clarify concepts and definitions. 

Articles on Games and Sports

The game entries should focus on the sociological, psychological, historical, and cultural aspects of a given game, and should not provide game rules or explanations of how to play, except as that might relate to the subjects mentioned. Coverage of sports must be limited to amateur playing. Game and sports articles that do not follow these guidelines will be rejected.

Length of entries

When you are assigned your entry, you will be given a target word count. Please be sure that your entry meets this length requirement. Word counts include the bibliography list and cross-references.

Organization of entry

The first paragraph of the entry should summarize the content of the entire entry. If needed, a definition of the topic and an explanation of why it is relevant to the topic of the encyclopedia should also appear in the first paragraph. (This is similar to the “reverse pyramid” structure used in newspaper articles, where the most important information is presented at the beginning.) At the bottom of your file, after the entry itself, please include your name, add from one to five cross-references to other entries in the encyclopedia (using the headword list on SRT), and include a brief list of further readings. Focus on the topic of the entry and avoid digressions. Please study the sample entry. Your entry should have a similar style and organization. Authors should write in a manner that is descriptive and explanatory. Avoid editorializing.

Subheads should be used in the longer entries to organize your content, using this format:

flush left, title case (upper and lower case), line space above and below.

Use of previously published material: Avoid direct quotations from and citations of other works. For example, avoid the following:

According to Burns (2001), “We have learned that . . .” (p. 45).

Smith (2004) argues that . . .

Cognitive script theory refers to hypothesized knowledge structures that outline 
how everyday events unfold (Shank & Abelson, 1994).

Also, please do not include parenthetical citations of published works. Your entry should offer a basic introduction to the topic that the reader can understand without seeking out other sources. A list of further readings at the end of the entry will give readers who want more information a starting point for research. If you feel that someone must be cited by name, please describe his or her work in the main text of the entry, rather than a parenthetical citation, and use first and last name, with no date, for example:

As a part of his theory of cognitive dissonance, Leon Festinger proposed that media messages that appear to challenge an established belief would foster an aversive experience of dissonance and that in order to avoid the anticipated aversion, persons would avoid exposure to such messages.

If you do include any direct quotations, you must acknowledge the source. Material from any source, including the internet, must be credited.

Tone of entry

The entry should provide a balanced explanation of positions of controversial topics. Do not use your entry to put forward novel theories, advance a debate, or argue a political point. Avoid rhetorical questions and never use the first person in your entry.

Graphics (figures, tables, halftones)

Most entries will not require graphics. If you believe that a figure or table is appropriate for your entry, please contact Geoff Golson at golsonbooks@yahoo.com for directions on how to submit graphics. Graphics may not be accepted without prior consultation.

Cross-references

At the end of your entry, please identify other entries in the encyclopedia that are relevant to the topic (e.g., “SEE ALSO: Audition; Deafness; Perception”), using the headword list posted on SRT.

Bibliographies (further readings)

At the end of your text, please include a list of references that you feel are key to your entry’s topic. These can best be thought of as “further readings,” but the source of any direct quotation must be included. Items should be alphabetized by author. Include about one reference per single-spaced manuscript page. Provide translations for non-English titles in references, page ranges for entries and for book chapters, and the names of all authors/editors (not “et al.,” unless it appears that way in the publication). Don’t forget to alphabetize the further readings list by author.

Bibliographic style

Bibliographic (further readings) citations should follow the style below. Note the example includes books, journals, magazines, websites. For any other citations, please insert in a logical manner and we will edit it from there.
BIBLIOGRAPHY. Tony Barnett and Alan Whiteside, AIDS in the Twenty-First Century: Disease and Globalization (Palgrave Macmillan, 2003); CNN, “WHO Finds TB, Malaria Return as Killer Diseases,” www.cnn.com (cited June 2005); Denise Grady, “Just How Does AIDS Spread?” Time (March 21, 1988); Johanna McGreary, “Death Stalks a Continent,” Newsweek (February 12, 2001); Christine McMurray and Roy Smith, Diseases and Globalization: Socioeconomic Transitions and Health (Earthscan/James & James, 2000); Jeffrey Sachs “The End of Poverty,” Journal of Anthropology (v.13/4, March 2005).

Permissions

You may need to secure permission from the copyright holder to quote, reprint, or adapt works or portions of works from other sources (e.g., published books and journals, poetry, song lyrics, quotations from unpublished works, and tables and figures). Follow the “fair use” doctrine (see Chicago Manual of Style or http://www.sagepub.com/) for details on when to seek reprint permission. Tables or figures that have been adapted probably will not require permission but will be reviewed by the editors. (“Adapted” means that you have added your own material to the original work to extend or expand an idea, rather than merely shortening or rearranging the content.)

File format

Please submit your entry in Microsoft Word, single-spaced, using the Times Roman 12-point font. If you work in another format, please save and submit your final file in Microsoft Word for Windows.
Submission process

Submit your entry by posting it on the Sage Reference Tracking (SRT) website in Microsoft Word.

Submission Checklist

1. Entry is provided in a Microsoft Word file single-spaced.

2. Graphics are in separate files, and callouts for graphics are included in main text file along with captions and credit lines if needed.

3. Entry meets target length.

4. File includes headword (entry title) and cross-references to other entries (identified from the headword list on the SRT website).

5. At the end of the main text of the entry, you have included your name and affiliation as you wish it to appear in the encyclopedia. This should match the name that you entered in SRT when you accepted the invitation. If your name or affiliation has changed since you accepted the invitation, please notify the managing editor by email as well as putting the correct information at the end of your entry. You have included further readings, about one reading per manuscript page.

6. The first paragraph summarizes the entire entry and, if necessary, explains why the topic is relevant to the subject of the encyclopedia.

7. The entry does not contain direct quotations or parenthetical citations. Sources for any unavoidable direct quotations (including material from Web sites) are included in the further readings.

8. You have provided written permission needed for use of previously published material.

9. You have an electronic copy of your entry and copies of your source material (in case questions arise during the editing process).

Thank you!







